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To  THI  Cm  AIRMAN  AM)  M  1  M  HI  RS 

Ol  Till 

Loft  us  Urban  Di  strict  Council.. 


Gentlemen. 

1  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  19.'}.).  drafted  on  the  lines 
laid  down  in  the  Ministry  ot  Health’s  circular,  1-546. 

The  vital  statistics  will  be  found  on  page  5  and  a  table  for  comparative 
purposes  on  page  lb.  The  birth-rate  is  slightly  higher  than  last  year,  but  still 
remains  at  a  low  level.  The  death-rate  is  just  above  the  rate  for  1932,  but  not 
over  the  average  of  recent  years;  in  the  first  year  of  life,  however,  the  mortality 
rate  was  as  low  as  40  deaths  per  thousand  births,  which  is  the  smallest  infant 
death-rate  so  far  achieved  in  the  district. 

Ordinary  infectious  diseases,  apart  from  whooping  cough,  have  been 
almost  absent  from  the  district. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  R.  GIBSON, 

Guisborough,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


June  19th.  1934. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 


Also  Surveyor  for  the  district  concerned. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  tin  acres)  10,595. 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resilient  population,  mid- 1955  8,1  10. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  on  Rate-hook,  1985:  1.890. 

Rateable  \'alue:  £22,558 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  :  £88 

The  Loftus  I’rban  District  is  roughly  a  square  area,  with  one  side  on  the  north¬ 
east  coast,  bordered  on  the  west  by  the  Skelton  and  Brotton  I’rban  District,  and  on  the 
east  and  south  by  the  Whitby  Rural  District.  The  main  industries  are  ironstone  mining, 
iron  and  steel  works,  and  agriculture. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  1933. 


Total. 

M. 

P. 

Live  births,  legitimate  125 

58 

07  i 

1  y  Birth-rate  15-5. 

illegitimate  ...  1 

0 

Still-births  . ..  6 

o 

8:  Rate  per  1,000  total  birth 

Deaths  98 

52 

41:1  )eath-rate 

Deaths  in  consequence  of  child-birth  : 

Deaths. 

Rate  per  1.000  total  births. 

(a)  from  sepsis 

0 

0 

( b )  from  other  causes 

0 

0 

(c)  total 

0 

0 

Death-rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of 
All  infants,  per  1,000  live 

age  : 

births 

40 

Legitimate  infants,  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  40 

Illegitimate  infants,  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  nil 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  0 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  2 

„  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  1 

^  ■■  Influenza  (all  ages)  ...  4 

,,  Pneumonia  (all  ages)  2 

,,  „  Tuberculosis  (all  ages)  5 

,,  ,,  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  18 

,,  ..  Heart  Disease  (all  ages)  ...  21 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

Changes  in  these  are  indicated  in  succeeding  paragraphs.  W 

'•  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases:  The  agreement  between  the  Councils  of  all 
the  districts  of  the  North  Riding  Combined  Area,  along  with  Whitby  Rural  District  for 
such  part  of  its  area  as  had  recently  been  transferred  from  the  Guisborough  Rural 
District,  for  the  formation  of  a  Joint  Committee  to  deal  with  hospital  accommodation 
of  cases  of  infectious  disease,  came  into  practical  operation  on  April  1st,  1933.  The 
hospital  of  the  Guisborough  Urban  District  Council  was  adopted  as  the  central  hospital, 
with  that  of  the  Redcar  Borough  Council  retained  temporarily  as  reserve  accommo¬ 
dation.  and  the  hospitals  of  the  other  authorities  in  the  North  Riding  Combined  Area 
were  voluntarily  closed. 

This  joint  action  for  isolation  hospital  purposes  was  incorporated  in  Part  2  of  the 
County  Council  Scheme  for  the  provision  of  hospital  accommodation  under  the  Local 
Government  Act,  1929,  which  was  approved  in  its  final  form  by  the  Minister  of  Health 
on  November  18th,  1933.  Part  2  of  the  scheme  came  into  operation  on  the  date  of 
approval  ;  Part  1  comes  into  operation  on  April  1st,  1938,  and  under  it  the  conjunction 
of  districts  for  isolation  hospital  purposes  is  modified  by  the  withdrawal  of  part  of  the 
Whitby  Rural  District  and  the  inclusion  of  Eston  Urban  District  and  Stokesley  Rural 
District,  while  the  isolation  hospital  of  the  Eston  Urban  District  Council  will  also  be 
available  for  the  reception  of  patients  from  the  area. 

The  Joint  Committee  assumed  responsibility  for  the  patients  in  the  various  hospitals 
on  April  1st  and,  during  the  first  year  of  working,  that  is,  up  to  March  31st  1934,  210 
further  patients  were  admitted  to  the  Guisborough  Hospital,  or,  when  accommodation 
there  was  insufficient,  to  Redcar  Hospital.  The  districts  from  which  these  patients  were 
admitted,  and  the  diseases  from  which  they  were  suffering,  are  given  in  the  following 
table,  where  also  are  indicated,  in  brackets,  in  the  lines  corresponding  to  scarlet  fever 
and  diphtheria  patients,  the  average  yearly  hospital  admissions  for  these  diseases  over 
the  three  preceding  years.  1930  to  1932. 

Joint  Isolation  Hospital.  Patients  admitted  April  1st.  1933.  to  March  31st,  1934. 


Redcar 

Borough. 

( >  uis- 
borough 
U.D. 

Loftus 

U.D. 

Saltbu  rn 
and 

Marske. 

Skelton 

and 

Brotton . 

Whitby 

Rural 

District. 

Total . 

Scarlet  Fever 

81  (44) 

12(18-5) 

6  (1 6-5) 

37  (23) 

13  (33) 

— 

149  (135) 

I  )iphtheria 

15  (6-3) 

31  (2-5) 

4  (7-0) 

3  (1-7) 

1  (7-0) 

54  (24) 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

99 

44 

1 1 

40 

16 

210 
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The  number  of  patients  muter  treatment  in  hospital  at  various  dates  throughout 
IP^vvus  as  follows: 

April  1st 

May  4th  5 

,,  25th  ...  ...  d 

.1  line  28th  6 

September  4th  5 


,.  26th  ...  Id 

October  25th  ...  .  dl 

Xovemher  9th  ...  21 

December  27th  ...  ...  26 


The  Redear  Hospital  was  empty  of  patients  from  early  in  May  until  October  9th. 

2.  Ambulance  Facilities  for  Infectious  Cases.  In  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  the 
horse-drawn  ambulance  belonging  to  the  Council  was  used  for  the  removal  of  patients 
to  isolation  hospital  but,  with  the  start  of  the  wider  scheme,  the  joint  committee  at 
once  purchased  a  motor  ambulance  for  the  transport  of  infectious  cases:  this  was 
found  a  great  improvement  over  the  previous  arrangement,  removal  of  patients  to 
hospital,  even  where  the  distance  was  longer  than  before,  being  accomplished  in  less 
time  and  with  greater  comfort  to  the  patient.  The  ambulance  is  on  a  Commer  chassis, 
and  can  carry  three  stretcher  patients  at  the  one  time. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water:  Complaints  of  shortage  of  water  at  North  Terrace,  Loftus,  were  again 
received,  on  three  successive  days  in  November.  Representations  were  at  once  made 
to  the  Cleveland  Water  Company  and  the  defect  in  the  feed  to  the  storage  tank  remedied. 

The  supply  at  Fpton,  Streethouses  and  Micklow  Cottages  has  been  improved.  These 
hamlets  were  dependent  on  a  supply  brought  daily  by  water  cart,  but  a  gravitation 
system  has  been  installed,  with  a  storage  tank  fed  from  a  spring  by  hydraulic  ram. 

The  quality  of  the  supply  to  Boulby  Village  is  still  unsatisfactory  :  here  there  are 
evidences  of  contamination  at  the  well,  along  the  pipe-line  largely  open-jointed  pipes 
to  the  service  reservoir,  and  at  certain  times  of  the  year  in  the  reservoir  itself  by  sea 
gulls.  Notices  have  been  served  on  the  owners  of  the  water  supply. 

The  supply  to  Easington  Village  is  unsatisfactory  both  as  to  quantity  and  quality. 
An  augmented  and  pure  supply  can  be  readily  obtained  here. 

Two  samples  of  water  were  submitted  in  February  for  analysis  and  report  by  Mr. 
Wm.  Mackey,  Analytical  Chemist,  Leeds,  and  his  reports  are  as  follows:— 

“  Sample  of  water  from  the  Easington  Supply,  taken  2-30  p.m.,  February  2nd,  1933. 

I  he  sample  was  slightly  cloudy,  contained  a  little  brownish  suspended  matter,  was 
alkaline  to  litmus  paper  on  standing,  and  free  from  smell  at  100°  I-'. 
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Analytical  data.  Grains  per  gallon. 

Total  solids  at  220°  F.  20  0 

Free  and  saline  ammonia  0-0088 

Albuminoid  ammonia  0-0043 

Nitrites  ...  ...  nil 

Nitrates,  stated  as  nitric  anhydride  0-16 

Chlorides,  stated  as  chlorine  2-20 

(equals  sodium  chloride  8'62) 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  moist  combustion  from  N  80 

permanganate  in  4  hours  at  80°  F.  0-034 

Lead  or  copper  ...  .  nil 

Hardness  (by  Hehner  method  modified)  stated  as  calcium 
carbonate  : — 

Temporary...  ...  ...  ...  7-5 

Permanent  .  ...  3-5 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ll-O 


In  the  above  data  there  is  no  evidence  of  sewage  contamination,  and  I  consider  the 
water  safe  for  drinking  purposes. 


(Signed)  WM.  McD.  MACKEY.” 


■  Sample  of  water  taken  from  fresh-water  spring,  Rawcliff,  Loftus,  on  6th  February, 
1933,  at  3  p.m.,  taken  by  R.  H.  Audsley. 

The  sample  was  bright  and  clear,  contained  no  suspended  matter,  was  alkaline  to 


litmus  paper  on  standing,  and  free  from  smell  at  100°  F. 

Analytical  data.  Grains  per  gallon. 

Total  solids  at  220°  F.  ...  ...  ...  22-4 

Free  and  saline  ammonia  ...  ...  ...  00018 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  0‘0015 

Nitrites  .  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

Nitrates,  stated  as  nitric  anhydride  ...  ...  0-08 

Chlorides,  stated  as  chlorine  ...  ...  ...  2-60 

(equal  to  sodium  chloride  ...  ...  ...  4 - 2S > 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  moist  combustion  from  N  80 

permanganate  in  4  hours  at  80°  F.  ..  ...  0  022 

Lead  or  copper  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

Hardness  (by  Hehner  method  modified)  stated  as  calcium 
carbonate  :■ — 

Temporary...  ...  ...  ...  6-0 

Permanent  ...  ...  ...  5*6 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  11*6 


There  is  no  evidence  in  the  above  figures  of  sewage  contamination,  and  I  consider 
the  water  to  be  suitable  for  drinking  purposes. 


(Signed)  WM.  McD.  MACKEY.” 


Closet  Accommodation.  Numbers  of  closets  of  different  types  at  31st  December, 

19^fcare  estimated  as  follows: 

Privies  with  fixed  receptacles  ...  364 

Pail-closets  ...  ...  1,060 

Water-closets  ...  ...  458 

4  pail-closets  and  1  privy  were  converted  to  water-closets  during  the  year. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area.  This  is  summarised  in  table  5.  Details  of  the 
117  informal  notices  served  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  are  as  follows : 


Defective  closet  pails  ...  88 

Defective  drains  ...  ...  7 

Accumulations  of  refuse  ...  6 

Nuisances  from  keeping  of  pigs  7 

Defective  ash-pits  ...  3 

Defective  dust-bins  ...  1 

Nuisance  from  manure  ...  2 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  3 
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Housing. 

Statistical  information  regarding  house  inspection  is  given  in  table  7  on  page 

No  new  houses  were  erected  in  the  district  in  1933,  but  one  large  house  was 
converted  into  two. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  Supply.  Four  samples  of  milk  from  producers  in  the  district  were  submitted 

to  the  North  Riding  Laboratory,  Scarborough,  for  report  as  to  the  number  of  bacteria 
and  as  to  presence  or  absence  of  coliform  bacilli,  that  is,  as  to  cleanliness.  In  two 
samples  coliform  bacilli  were  present  in  1/100  c.c.  in  each  of  three  tubes,  an  indication 
of  undue  contamination,  these  bacilli  being  derived  from  manure.  The  total  bacterial 
count  was  in  no  case  excessively  high,  in  two  samples  between  10.000  and  30.000  bacteria 
per  c.c..  and  in  two  between  30,000  and  200,000  pci-  c.c. 

Meat  and  other  Foods.  One  registered  slaughter-house  has  been  discontinued,  so 
that  there  are  now  two  registered  and  three  licensed  slaughter-houses  in  use  in  the 
district.  2,447  carcases  were  examined  by  your  I  inspector  at,  or  soon  after,  slaughter, 
and  the  amount  of  meat  surrendered  and  destroyed  was  four  beast  carcases  and  one 
hind  leg,  two  sheep  and  part  of  three  others,  one  pig  and  one  pig’s  head  and  lungs, 
a  total  weight  of  184  stone.  Three  pieces  of  unsound  meat  ;2.l  stone)  were  seized  when 
exposed  for  sale  on  a  hawker’s  cart.  A  prosecution  was  instituted  and  each  of  the  two 
defendants  were  fined  £2  :  1 0  :  0. 

Premises  where  foods  are  prepared  are  regularly  inspected  and  have  been  found 
satisfactory, 
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Prevalence  of.  and  Control  over.  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

Apart  from  whooping-cough,  which  was  epidemic  in  the  latter  half  of  thtTyea^^nd 

was  responsible  for  two  deaths,  and  a  certain  amount  of  influenza  at  the  end  of  January 
and  beginning  of  February,  the  district  was  throughout  the  year  almost  free  from 
infectious  disease. 

I  here  were  only  three  cases  of  scarlet  fever  notified,  a  low  record  which  has  only 
been  equalled  in  the  district  in  1925,  and  one  case  of  diphtheria. 

The  experience  of  the  district  has  also  been  more  favourable  with  regard  to 
infections  associated  with  child-birth  :  one  case  only  of  puerperal  pyrexia  was  notified 
and  four  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum.  The  latter  disease  inflammation  of  the  eyes  in 
the  new-born  is  still  unduly  prevalent,  although  showing  some  decline. 

The  changes  in  the  arrangements  for  provision  of  accommodation  for  cases  of 
infectious  disease  have  been  detailed  earlier  in  the  report.  In  the  Joint  Isolation 
Hospital  the  ward  staff  is  tested  for  susceptibility  to  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria,  and 
inoculation  for  immunization  given  where  necessary;  before  this  was  instituted  one  case 
of  scarlet  fever  and  one  of  diphtheria  occurred  among  the  staff.  Uncomplicated  cases 
of  scarlet  fever  are  discharged  from  hospital  twenty-one  days  after  admission,  all  but 
the  mildest  cases  of  scarlet  fever  or  those  not  admitted  until  the  temperature  has  fallen 
to  normal,  or  nearly  so.  are  treated  with  scarlet  fever  antitoxin. 

An  agreement  was  made  during  the  year  between  the  North  Riding  County 
Council  and  the  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  Committee  for  cases  of  puerperal  fever  or 
pyrexia  from  the  area  served  by  the  Joint  Committee  to  be  admitted  to  the  Joint 
Hospital  at  the  expense  of  the  County  Council.  There  was  no  necessity,  up  till  the  end 
of  the  year,  to  take  advantage  of  this  so  far  as  this  district  was  concerned. 

Cancer.  In  the  last  two  years  the  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district  as 
due  to  cancer  has  shown  a  sharp  rise.  In  the  eleven  years,  1921  to  1931,  there  were 
altogether  76  deaths  of  residents  attributed  to  cancer,  the  yearly  number  fluctuating 
between  3,  in  1922,  and  10,  in  1927.  In  1932  cancer  was  assigned  as  the  cause  of  14 
deaths,  and  in  1933  of  13.  This  increasing  importance  of  cancer  as  a  cause  of  death 
appears  to  be  general. 

Of  the  27  deaths  in  the  last  two  years.  15  were  of  males  and  12  of  females.  In  the 
fatal  male  cases  the  primary  cancer  in  8  was  situated  in  the  digestive  organs  : 
oesophagus  1,  stomach  5,  and  colon  2  :  the  other  sites  were  :  bladder  1,  prostate  1,  lung  2, 
mediastinum  1,  anil  skin  2.  The  primary  cancer  in  7  of  the  fatal  female  cases  was  also 
in  the  digestive  system;  stomach  3,  pancreas  1,  and  colon  3;  the  other  localities  were; 
breast  3,  bladder  1,  and  skin  1. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  section  66  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  for  the 
prevention  of  blindness  or  for  the  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  any  disease  or 
injury  to  the  eyes. 

No  action  was  taken  under  section  62  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925  ;  no  tuberculous 
person  employed  in  the  milk  trade  was  discovered,  and  no  action  was  required  under  the 
Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 


Appendix. 


3.  Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year  1  933. 


1  )i  sense. 

Total  Cases  Cases  a  dm  itted 

Total 

notified.  to  hospital. 

1  >eaths. 

Smallpox 

... 

Diphtheria 

1  1 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

3  3 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid) 

- — 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

— - 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

Pneumonia 

23 

2 

Other  diseases  generally 
notifiable  ; 

Erysi  pelas 

o 

— 

Ophthalmia  \  e  on  at  o  r  u  m 

4 

TUBERCULOSIS 


12 


None  of  the  fatal  cases  unnotified. 


ABSTRACT  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  SANITARY  DEPARTMENT. 


I  S 


Music  Halls.  Cinemas,  etc. 


LABORATORY  EXAMINATIONS. 


14 


% 


Denotes  one  positive  result. 
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A  7.  HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

New  Houses  erected  in  1953;  Hy  private  enterprise 

By  the  I'rban  District  Council 

i.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : 

(1)  (a )  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  under 

Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ... 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ... 

(2)  i a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  lincluded  under  sub-head  (1)  above) 

which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925 

tfc)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 

preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  lie  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation 


0 

o 


272 


0 


US 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notices  : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 

action  by  the  local  authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  14 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17.  18  and  23,  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930: 

It  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  2 

1 2)  N  umber  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices : 

1  a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


ib)  Bv  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  0 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  O 

» 2 1  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  0 

C.  Proceedings  under  sections  19  and  21,  Housing  Act,  1930: 

1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  N  umber  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition  ( halers  0 


D.  Proceedings  under  Section  20,  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 

having  been  rendered  fit 


0 


SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS. 
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